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ABEL UNDERGROUND COAL MINE 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
Meeting #26 

 
Monday 30 June 2014 at 5.00 pm 

 
Abel Underground Mine Administration Building 

 
 

1. OPENING & WELCOME 
Chairman, Mr Milton Morris. 
 

2. PRESENT 
Mr Terry Lewin, Mr Alan Brown, Mr Allan Jennings, Mr David Gibson, Mr Tony Sutherland 
and Mr Phillip Brown (mins). 
 

3. APOLOGIES 
Mr Brad Ure, Mr Andrew Pace, Mr Adam Heeney and Mr Greg Lamb. 
 

4. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
4.1 Previous Minutes 16th September 2013 

Mr A Brown asked about the red font color on the minutes.  Mr P Brown advised that they 
indicate the changes to the draft minutes. 

4.2 Previous Minutes 17th March 2014 
 

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
5.1 Business Arising. 

5.1.1 Report on Blackhill School Trust – B Ure 
Deferred until Mr Ure is in attendance. 

 
6. CORRESPONDENCE 

6.1 Letter from the Chairman 
The Committee thanked the Chairman for his correspondence to the Minister 

6.2 Letter from Minister 
The letter from the Minister regarding the Mine Subsidence Zone was tabled. 
 

7. COMPANY REPORTS AND OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 
7.1 Abel Mine Update 

Mr David Gibson provided the Abel Mine Update. Refer enclosed presentation. 
Mr Gibson advised that extraction would commence in Panel 27 at the end of September 
2014. 
Mr A Brown asked how many employees were onsite.  Mr Gibson advised 370 permanent 
and 19 contractors. 
Mr Gibson advised that a number of Austar employees were also at Abel.  They gave 
Austar people a choice where to go.  About 87% got their first choice. 
Mr Terry Lewin asked if the fault was known in advance.  Mr Gibson added that it was.  
They had experienced it in other panels. 
Mr A Jennings asked if it was a major fault.  Mr Gibson said no.    
 

7.2 Monitoring and Environmental Performance 
Mr Phillip Brown provided an update on monitoring and environmental performance. 
Refer enclosed presentation. 
 

7.3 Community Complaints and Response to Complaints 
No complaints. 
 

7.4 Website Information 
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No comments. 
 

7.5 Information provided to the Community and any Feedback 
No comments. 
 

7.6 Donaldson Coal Community Support Program Update 
Mr Phillip Brown provided an update on the Donaldson Coal Community Support Program. 
 

7.7 SMP Update 
Mr Tony Sutherland provided the SMP update. Refer enclosed presentation. 
 

7.8 Black Hill Road Undermining Update 
Mr Tony Sutherland provided an update on the undermining of Black Hill Road. Refer 
enclosed presentation. 
 

7.9 SMP / Extraction Plan Area 4 Update 
Mr Tony Sutherland provided an update on EP/SMP Area 4.  
 

8. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT 
The Chairman advised the Committee that he has spoken with representatives of the 
Department of Planning regarding the position of Chairman and commented that he may 
“call it a day” at the next meeting. 
 

9. COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS 
Mr A Brown tabled a document “AB COMMENTS TABLED AT CCC MEETING #25 – 30 
JUNE 2014”. 
1. Attendance at Meetings.  Following discussion, it was resolved to write to Bloomfield 

Colliery, Maitland Council and Cessnock Council seeking representation at the Abel 
CCC meetings. 

2. Chairman’s Report.  Mr Morris advised that the report has been submitted to the 
Department but there has been no reply.  A request was made of the Chairman for a 
copy of the report submitted. 

3. Pecuniary Interest.  Note also the email tabled by Terry Lewin recommending to 
include the item as an Agenda Item for future meetings.  After discussion it was 
resolved to have Pecuniary Interest as a yearly Agenda Item with the first being the 
meeting in September, 2014. 

4. Yanzhou withdrawal. The question was asked if there has been any impact on the 
operations due to Yanzhou’s privatisation bid not going ahead. Mr Gibson advised that 
there has not been any impact. 

5. Questions/Comments on EA/SMP4 Document.  A response will be provided to 
these questions. 
 

Mr Terry Lewin advised that the main concern with the community is with respect to the 
Subsidence control zone that protects the Principal Residences.   
  
 

10. GENERAL BUSINESS 
No general business. 
 

11. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Abel Community Consultative Committee was set down for 
Monday the 15th September 2014 to be held at the Abel Underground Mine Administration 
Building at 5.00 pm. 
 

The meeting was declared closed at 6:20 pm by the Chairman. 





Abel	Underground	Mine	
Community	Consultative	Committee	


	
Milton	Morris	AO	


Chairman	
P	O	Box	559	


MAITLAND			NSW			2320	
	


Tel:	02	49320514	
Fax:	02	49	324222	


Email:	milton.morris@hvtc.com.au	
	


	
Hon	Anthony	Roberts	MP	
Minister	for	Energy	and	Resources	
GMT	
1	Farrer	Place	
SYDNEY			NSW			2000	
	
My	dear	Minister	
	
I	am	currently	Chairman	of	the	Abel	Underground	Mine	Community	Consultative	
Committee,	a	position	if	have	held	for	some	years	now.	
	
The	Abel	underground	mine,	which	currently	holds	the	Mining	Lease	1618	has	been	
operating	in	the	Blackhill	area	since	March	2008.		The	Company	mines	beneath	properties	
with	improvements	built	on	them	and	the	community	members	wish	to	avail	themselves	of	
the	protection	afforded	by	the	Mine	Subsidence	Board.	
	
At	recent	meetings	of	the	CCC	several	members	of	the	local	community	have	expressed	
concern	as	to	the	re‐declaring	of	the	Blackhill	area	as	a	Mine	Subsidence	District.		Those	
members	have	asked	if	I	could	bring	this	matter	to	your	attention	and	seek	advice	as	to	
the	current	status	of	declaring	the	area	a	Mine	Subsidence	District.	
	
Our	committee’s	next	meeting	is	set	for	16th	June	2014	and	I	would	appreciate	it	if	it	was	
possible	to	have	a	response	to	my	letter	for	that	meeting.	
	
With	warm	regards	
	
	
	
	
MILTON	MORRIS	AO	
Chairman	
5	May	2014	
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Phillip Brown


From: Terry Lewin <Terry.Lewin@hnehealth.nsw.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, 30 June 2014 3:34 PM
To: Phillip Brown; Alan Brown; Allan Jennings (annedean@tpg.com.au); Brad Ure; 


Milton Morris (milton.morris@hvtc.com.au); Andrew Pace 
(thepacesfive@bigpond.com); Greg Lamb


Cc: David Gibson; Adam Heeney; Tony Sutherland; Rae Black
Subject: RE: Abel CCC Meeting 30 June 2014
Attachments: Bloomfield CCC Minutes - Meeting No 13_Final.pdf


Hi Phil (and Everyone), 
 
Can I foreshadow an item for discussion under either agenda item 7 (Community Representative 
Questions/Comments) or item 8 (General Business) – which you can probably tag as “Declarations of Interest”.  
 
I have attached a copy of the Minutes from the Bloomfield CCC meeting on April 28th 2014, to illustrate how this 
issue was addressed at that meeting (with respect to the Independent Chairperson, Margaret MacDonald‐Hill). 
What I would like to see formally registered in our Minutes (probably for the next CCC meeting) is any relevant 
ongoing Declarations of Interest for members of the Abel CCC, including the Chairperson – That is, declarations 
that relate to membership of other relevant agencies, organisations or CCCs, and any direct or indirect funding or 
support received from Yancoal (Donaldson/Abel) or associated companies (not the specific amounts, etc, just 
acknowledgement of any such relationships). 
 
It is simply a matter of transparency – so that when the public looks at the CCC Minutes, etc, they can be aware of 
any potential conflicts of interest. 
 
For my part, for example: 
 
Terry Lewin is a member of the Community Consultative Committee (CCC) for Abel mine, and associated trusts 
(Welfare Trust, and Donaldson Conservation Trust). He is also a member of the CCC for Buttai Quarry, and the 
Quality Assurance Committee for the Samaritans. He is one of the local spokespersons for the Black Hill Environment 
Protection Group and the Buttai Community Development Group. Terry is also a full‐time employee of Hunter New 
England Local Health District, and he holds a conjoint appointment with the University of Newcastle. 
 
For me personally, I realise that many of these affiliations are likely to have little consequence (for Abel’s or related 
operations). However, just to illustrate further how misperceptions can arise (particularly if we don’t make 
appropriate declarations) – I am involved with the Donaldson Conservation Trust, which allocates some of its money 
to the University of Newcastle (albeit to a different Department to that with which I have an affiliation); likewise, 
Yancoal’s Tasman mine has developed an association with Daracon (the owners of Buttai Quarry) to facilitate 
rehabilitation works at Stockrington quarry – using VENM from the construction phase of the Tasman Extension – 
and reporting about such activities is about to be listed on the CCC agenda for the Buttai Quarry (under Condition 32 
of the new Haulage Route approval). 
 
Regards, 
 
Terry   
 
Terry J. Lewin 
 
Research Manager (HNE Mental Health) and Conjoint Associate Professor (Faculty of Health, University of Newcastle)
CTNMH: Centre for Translational Neuroscience and Mental Health; and MH-READ: Mental Health - 
Research, Evaluation, Analysis and Dissemination 
(Room 5013) McAuley Centre, The Mater, Edith St., Waratah. PO Box 833, Newcastle, NSW, 2300. Australia. 
Tel 02 4033 5709 | Fax 02 4033 5692 | Mob 0404 439 616 | Terry.Lewin@hnehealth.nsw.gov.au 
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Abel Mine Development – 2014 YTD
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East Mains (Extraction) 
1x C/M


Abel Current Mining Areas


Panel 24 
(Extraction) 
1 x CM


Panel 27
(Dev) 
2x C/M’s


3


Panel 26 
(Dev) 
2x C/M’s


Panel 25 
(Extraction) 1 x CM


Panel 26
(Dev) T Bars 
1x C/M
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Environmental Update
 No Community Complaints
 No Environmental Incidents reported.
 Abel Dam Monitoring Report
 Currently preparing the Annual Environmental Management Report.
 Exploration Drilling program to firm up Life of Mine Coal 


Resource/Reserves
• 16 sites
• Lucas Drilling undertaking the program
• Commencing July until October, 2014
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Exploration
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The latest round of successful applicants for Donaldson Coal’s Community Support Program have been 
announced with 13 local groups receiving funding support for a wide range of community projects and 
events


• Kurri Kurri District Preschool Kindergarten – child support program
• Black Creek Aboriginal Corporation – support Naidoc Week
• Maitland Lions Club – new BBQ for community projects
• Real Care – cool room for Friday Free Feed program for youth
• Kurri Kurri Business District Chamber – Billy Card Derby
• Hunter River Agricultural & Horticulture Association Limited – internal energy efficient lighting
• The Lower Hunter Children’s Activity Van Association Incorporated – sand pit
• Maitland Region Suicide Prevention Network Inc. – Program “Safe talk” about suicide prevention
• Itinerant Support Service, hearing – an overnight stay at Taronga Zoo by the deaf school
• Cessnock Wine Country Lions Club – a program at Jodie’s Place, women’s refuge
• Cessnock Performing Arts Centre – program for bullying in schools
• Abermain Public School P&C Association Incorporated – playground equipment
• Variety the Children’s Club – community program
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SMP Update  
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SMP Update – Area 3   


 SMP Area 3 variation submitted to DTIRIS for Panel 26
 East Install Subsidence Monitoring Program submitted to DTIRIS and 


approved
 Meeting with MSB and Woodbury’s Quarry to discuss remediation prior to 


extraction 
 Notification to disturb survey mark submitted to Land Department and 


approved
 Telstra copper cable MP for Panel 25 approved by DTIRIS
 Abel and End of year report complete
 Telstra OFC and Copper Cable Management Plan for Panel 25 submitted to 


DTIRIS and approved
 Abel SMP Status report submitted (1/2/14 to 30/5/14) 
 Meeting held with 1 property owner re: PSMP development
 Subsidence remediation works carried out on 1 property (fencing)
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Blackhill Road Under Mining Update


 Panels 21,22,23 & 24 have undermined 
road


 Panel 25 is expect to commencing 
impacting Blackhill road at the end of 
September / October (similar monitoring 
program to be implemented)
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SMP/Extraction Plan Area 4 Update


11


 New Extraction Plan (EP) conditions as per Mod 3 
approval Dec 2013 


 EP/SMP Area 4 Stakeholder Day – 27 March 2014 
(EP new requirement under the MOD 3 approval)


 Ground Truthing EP / SMP Area 4 completed
 EP/SMP Area 4 Risk Assessment held 3 April 2014
 EP / SMP Area 4 – Lodged 30 May 2015
 Advertisement lodged in Newcastle Herald and 


The Land (14/6/16 & 19/6/14)
 SMP Interagency meeting date TBC
 Expected Approval date – Sep 2014








AB COMMENTS TABLED AT CCC MEETING #25 – 30 JUNE 2014


1. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS


7 November 2011


9. GENERAL BUSINESS 
9.1 Membership 


Member of the Community Consultative Committee has missed three meetings in a row. Mr M Morris 
will contact the Committee member regarding his future participation in meetings.


25 March 2013


7. COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS 
7.1 Questions Raised by Mr Alan Brown 


7.1.11 Can the members who have been consistently absent from meetings be removed from the 
CCC? Mr Phillip Brown stated that he would discuss this with the chairman upon his return. 


17 June 2013


4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: 
4.1 Business Arising.
4.1.2 Mr Phillip Brown stated that Mr Andrew Pace was unable to attend the current and previous 
meetings, but would be able to attend the next meeting due to his change in roles at work. 


16 September 2013


PRESENT: Mr Terry Lewin, Mr Alan Brown, Mr Allan Jennings, Mr Brad Ure, Mr Tony Sutherland, Mr 
Phillip Brown and Mr Jack Potter (mins). Ms Rae Black was in attendance.
2. APOLOGIES: Mr Charlie Spence, Mr Adam Heeney) and Mr Greg Lamb.


9 December 2013


2. PRESENT: Mr Charlie Spence, Mr Adam Heeney, Mr Andrew Pace, Mr Alan Brown, Mr Allan 
Jennings, Mr Brad Ure, Mr Tony Sutherland, Mr Phillip Brown and Mr Jack Potter (mins). 


3. APOLOGIES: Mr Terry Lewin and Mr Greg Lamb. 


This issue has been raised for some time now and I believe the following members should be
removed from the membership and also be omitted from all referenced documents:


The Mayor, Clr Peter Blackmore - Maitland City Council has not been to a single meeting since 
inception in December 2007.


Mr Andrew Pace - Community Member has been to one meeting only.


Mr Greg Lamb - Bloomfield Colliery has not been in attendance (or a Bloomfield representative) since 
May 2011.







2. CHAIRMAN’s ANNUAL REPORT


16 September 2013


4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES:
4.1 Business Arising.
4.1.2 Chairman’s annual report to the Director General of the Department of Planning. Mr Alan
Brown questioned the status of the annual report. Mr Milton Morris stated that the annual report
would be provided shortly at the next Meeting.


9 December 2013


5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: 
5.1 Business Arising. Chairman’s annual report to the Director General of the Department of Planning.
Mr Milton Morris stated that the annual report would be provided at the next meeting pending 
response and acceptance from the Director-General Planning and Infrastructure (Sam Haddad) 


3 March 2014


5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
5.2 Chairman’s Annual Report – Mr Milton Morris stated that he had submitted the Chairman’s report 
to the Director General of Planning and Infrastructure and that he was waiting for comment from the 
Director General. 


What can possibly be the delay and can members get a draft copy version?.


3. MINUTES POSTED ON WEBSITE


3 March 2014


4. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
4.1 Minutes 25th March 2013 Confirmed. 
4.2 Minutes 17th June 2013 Confirmed. 
4.3 Minutes 16th September 2013 require updating on website, to be completed by Mr Phillip Brown. 
4.4 Minutes 9th December 2013 Confirmed. 


Still to be updated.


4. PECUNIARY INTERESTS


17 September 2008


4. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY OR OTHER INTERESTS: The Chairman asked if there was a 
need to include this in future Agendas. Those at the meeting agreed to delete it from future meeting 
Agendas.


Recent articles in The Herald have raised the subject that Mining Companies are breaching 
Government guidelines by failing to declare what they pay people appointed as independent chairs of 
their CCC’s. For transparency, we should reinstate this declaration.


5. YANZHOU WITHDRAWAL


Any feedback relating to the 24 March 2014 announcement that “Yancoal Australia Ltd’s major 
shareholder, Yanzhou Coal Mining Company Limited (Yanzhou), today notified Yancoal Australia that 
Yanzhou no longer wishes to pursue with its indicative non‐binding proposal regarding the possible 
privatisation of Yancoal Australia as announced on 9 July 2013”?







6. AREA 4 EXTRACTION PLAN


Volume 1
P4 - 2nd last para, editorial correction from 19th to 17th March.
P14 Figure 3.2 – what does the m AHD acronym stand for?
P17 – Q: is Panel 27 scheduled to commence September 2014?
P30 Subsidence predictions – Q: what is the basis for


 Inclusion in 3.3.1 the Incremental Profile Method a list of collieries for the “empirical” 
database when realistically only the old Delta Mine exists in the Tomago Coal 
Measures to which the Upper and Lower Donaldson belong?


P42 Figure 3.9 refers to distance from active longwall – is this pertinent?
P44 localised cracking was observed in SMP Areas 1 and 2 which are relatively flat open 
pasture – are you confident of detection in steep heavily wooded sites?
P48 Schedule 3 Condition 1 – wrt above comment, the Steep Slopes section refers to “Minor 
environmental consequences (that is, occasional rockfalls, displacement or dislodgement of boulders 
or slabs, or fracturing that in total do not impact more than 5% of the total face area of each such type 
of feature within the mining area). What does this really mean quantitatively? Can you give a 
calculated example.
Appendix C – comment only: there is a lot for the average property owner to take in.
Appendix D – Risk Assessment Executive Summary and Tables. Comment once again the 
subjectivity of risk assessments and see that the workshop participants were to reach group 
consensus for outcomes.
Appendix L – Coal Resource Recovery Plan Figure 1 Proposed layout Area 4 can you please 
explain how the mining will actually take place beneath a principal residence if the Subsidence 
Control Zone (SCZ) “overlaps”a pillar destined for pillar extraction?





