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Actual  Budget Variance 

Development (m) 37,698 42,000 -4,302 

Development (t) 758,207 898,820 -140,613 

Extraction (t) 1,487,224 1,215,648 271,576 

Total UG ROM (t) 2,245,431 2,114,468 130,963 

Abel Mine YTD Production (to end Nov 2013) 
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Abel Mine Development – to end of Nov 2013 
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Mine layout plan on aerial 
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Environmental Update   

 No Community Complaints 
 No Environmental Incidents reported. 
 Annual Environmental Management Report 
 Annual Flora Fauna monitoring being undertaken 
 Annual Dam monitoring being undertaken. 
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SMP Update   
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SMP Update   

 Ausgrid monthly reports complete 
 Notification provided to Department of Planning regarding Blackhill Land 

(Effective subsidence complete) 
 Subsidence remediation work relating to cracking on 2 properties  
 Relocation of the Telstra Optical Fibre Cable completed 
 Telstra Optical Fibre Management Plan submitted and approved by 

DTIRIS 
 Blackhill Road Management Plan submitted and approved by DTIRIS 
 Notification to disturb survey marks sent to Department of Lands 
 TransGrid notification (Effective subsidence complete) 
 Notification to remove Tilt Meters (TransGrid Towers) sent to DTIRIS 
 Dam survey for DMMS complete  
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SMP Update   

 SMP Area 3 variation submitted to DTIRIS 
 Blackhill road Dilapidation report sent to CCC and MSB 
 Ausgrid Power Pole surveys complete 
 Meetings with residents post mining to review PSMP process and discuss 

impacts 
 Panel 23 and 24 subsidence monitoring approval received 
 Public Safety Management Plan approved (Panels 23 – 25) 
 Abel SMP Status Report submitted to DTIRIS to cover 4 month period up 

to 30 Sep 2013  
 Daily subsidence inspections complete as per the Public Safety 

Management Plan for SMP Area 3 
 
 
 



30 January 2014 

9 

Blackhill Road Under Mining Update 

 July 2013 – Risk Assessment conducted with Cessnock 
City Council, Mine Subsidence Board and local resident 

 August 2013 – Management Plan developed and 
submitted to DTIRIS 

 September 2013 – Management Plan approved by 
DTIRIS 

 25th October 2013 – 24hr Monitoring commenced on 
Blackhill Road 

 9th November 2013 – First crack >15mm requiring 
repairs 

 Cracking typically 50 – 80mm 
 Cracking requiring repairs confined to a 10m section of 

road.  
 Works to be complete week ending 13th December 

2013 
 Next impact on Blackhill road will be early January 2014 

from Panel 24 
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SMP Area 4  
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SMP Area 4 Update 

11 

 Panel 27 to commence extraction in March 2015  
 Letter drop to occur outlining SMP process as a lead up to SMP  

stakeholder day.  
 Ground truthing of surface areas to be conducted Dec/ Jan 2014 
 Finalise SMP Area 4 Mine Layout Dec 2013  
 Draft Subsidence predictions Jan 2014  
 Ground water, surface water studies January 2014 
 SMP Area 4 Stakeholder day Feb 2014 
 SMP Risk Assessment March 2014 
 Prepare SMP and Extraction Plan Application April, May, June 2014 
 SMP and Extraction Plan Application to submit to Department of 

Planning/DTIRIS July 2014 
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Abel Upgrade Modification Update 

Abel Modification 
approved 4 December 
2013 
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Donaldson Coal Conservation Trust (DCT) 

 Trustees are: 
• Tony Sutherland (Chairman & Donaldson Appointee) 
• Phil Brown (Donaldson Appointee) 
• Colin East (Community Appointee) 
• Terry Lewin (Community Appointee) 
• Dr Mark Burns (Environmental Appointee) 
• Prof Michael Mahony (Environmental Appointee) 
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Projects  
 Supporting the Tom Farrell Institute doing 

projects for the DCT including 
• The Richmond Vale rail trail 
• Donaldson Conservation Trust Area Land and Landuse 

 Sponsored the recent Biodiversity Day 
 Undertook weed eradication in Pambalong 

Wetlands. 
 a project proposal for WetlandCare Australia for 

further weed eradication works upstream of the 
Pambalong Nature Reserve.  
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Community Support Program  November 2013 
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 Welfare Trust has closed. 
 Projects supported: 

• Blackhill Cemetery refurbishment 
• Purchase church hall 
• Blackhill School 
• Benwerrin Rural Fire Service additions/alterations 

Community Welfare Program 
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