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ABEL UNDERGROUND COAL MINE 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
Meeting #22 

 
Monday 17th June 2013 at 5.00 pm 

 
Abel Underground Mine Administration Building 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. OPENING & WELCOME:  Chairman, Mr Milton Morris. Mr Milton Morris thanked Mr Terry Lewin for 
acting chairman at the previous meeting during his absence. 

 
PRESENT: Mr Terry Lewin, Mr Alan Brown, Mr Allan Jennings, Mr Brad Ure, Mr Tony Sutherland, Mr 
Charlie Spence, Mr Adam Heeney, Mr Philip Brown and Mr Jack Potter (mins). Ms Rae Black was in 
attendance. 

 
2. APOLOGIES:  Mr Andrew Pace and Mr Greg Lamb (Bloomfield). 
 
3. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  

3.1 Previous Minutes 25th March 2013 were not confirmed as there were a number of issues 
relating to these Minutes, some editorial some content. 
 

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: 
4.1 Business Arising.  

4.1.1 Mr Milton Morris stated that he would contact the Department of Planning. 
4.1.2 Mr Phillip Brown stated that Mr Andrew Pace was unable to attend the current and 

previous meetings, but would be able to attend the next meeting due to his change in 
roles at work. 

4.1.3 Mr Phillip Brown stated that a meeting had been held with Mr Alan Brown to resolve the 
issues with website records. 

 
5. CORRESPONDENCE:  

5.1 There was no correspondence. 
5.2 Mr Alan Brown stated that email correspondence should be considered correspondence in the 

future, this was agreed to by all members. 
 
6. COMPANY REPORTS AND OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES: 

6.1 Development update 
Mr Charlie Spence (Refer to attached presentation). 
Mr Alan Brown asked what product yields were being achieved. Mr Charlie Spence 
stated that product yields of up to 78% were being achieved. 
 

6.2 Monitoring and Environmental Performance 
Mr Phillip Brown (Refer to attached presentation). 
 

6.3 Community Complaints and response to complaints 
No complaints. 
 

6.4 Website Information 
Issue already discussed (4.1.3). 
 

6.5 Information provided to the Community and any feedback 
No comments. 
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6.6 SMP Update 
Mr Tony Sutherland (Refer to attached presentation). 
Mr Alan Brown asked who undertakes property surveys. Mr Tony Sutherland stated that 
the pre mining inspection reports were being conducted by a building consultancy 
company endorsed by the MSB  
Mr Terry Lewin asked what mining process was being used beneath Black Hill Road. 
Mr Tony Sutherland stated that partial extraction is being undertaken in part of Blackhill 
Road but in SMP area 3, total extraction will take place. 
 

6.7 Abel 75 W Update 
Mr Tony Sutherland (Refer to attached presentation). 
 

6.8 PSMPs 
Mr Tony Sutherland gave an outline of PSMPs following the Draft PSMP that was circulated to 
members. The CCC advised that they were happy with the structure and content of the PSMP’s. 
Mr Alan Brown referred to P10 and the subjectivity when establishing risk assessment 
evaluations as well as Appendix 2 that classification of structural damage may differ between 
each individual’s acceptance standards. 

 
 

7. COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS 
7.1 Mr Alan Brown 

7.1.1 Mr Alan Brown stated that there were errors on the website relating to the numbering of 
the Abel AEMR appendices. 

7.1.2 Mr Alan Brown asked why the Catholic Diocese land was being leased by Donaldson. 
Mr Tony Sutherland stated that leasing the land enabled an additional two years of coal 
extraction. 

7.2 Mr Phillip Brown advised that Mr Andrew Pace asked if the two new lights at Bloomfield CHPP 
area could be redirected as they were shining into Ashtonfield. Mr Phillip Brown said that he has 
referred the matter to Bloomfield CHPP Manager.  

 
8. GENERAL BUSINESS: 

8.1 Mr Alan Brown asked about an update from the Donaldson Conservation Trust. Mr Terry Lewin 
stated that the Trust would provide a report. 

 
9. NEXT MEETING 

9.1 The next meeting of the Abel Community Consultative Committee was set down for  
Monday 16 September 2013 to be held at the Abel Underground Mine Administration Building  
at 5.00 pm. 

 
The meeting was declared closed at 5:38 pm by the Chairman. 
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Actual  Budget Variance 


Development (m) 19,413 20,100 -687 


Development (t) 388,270 428,408 -40,138 


Extraction (t) 697,606 523,024 174,582 


Total UG ROM (t) 1,085,876 951,432 134,444 


Total ROM (t) 1,085,876 951,432 134,444 


Abel Mine YTD Production (to mid June 2013) 


2 







17 June 2013 


3 


Abel Mine Update 


Metres advance for 2013 YTD 
19,413m 
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Environment Update 


4 


 No Community Complaints received. 
 No environmental incidents reported. 
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Environment 


5 


 Aboriginal surveys undertaken at Bloomfield regarding the 
tailings dam enlargement (part of the Abel modification). No 
artifacts found. 


 Presentation of Donaldson Community Support Program. 
 Winter flora fauna monitoring being undertaken. 
 Participated in Fox and Wild dog baiting on the Black Hill land. 


 
 







17 June 2013 


6 


SMP Update – Area 1 & 2 
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SMP Update – Area 1 & 2 


 Weekly TransGrid surveys and reports (including real time monitoring on the 
330kV TransGrid Transmission Towers) 


 Notification provided to DTIRIS regarding Tilt Meters (shooting incident) 
 Ausgrid, TransGrid, Blackhill Road monthly reports completed 
 End of Year SMP report completed 
 Panel 20 SMP compliance audit submitted to DTIRIS. 
 SMP Area 2 Variation was submitted and approved by DTIRIS (Panel 22 extra 


heading) 
 Mining completed in C&A (Black Hill Land) – subsidence surveys being 


conducted to confirm effective subsidence has been completed 
 1 Month notification of commencement of extraction letters sent out as per 


PSMP’s to 3 landowners 
 Demolition of catholic derelict buildings continues. 
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SMP Area 1 Variation 
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SMP Area 1 Variation 


 SMP Area 1 Variation was submitted to DITIRS 
Submitted 22 May 2013 
• Will increase the recoverable tonnes in Area 1 by 


215,000.  


 Seeking approval mid July 
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Abel SMP Area 3 Update  
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Abel Area 3 SMP Schedule 


 SMP Area 3 application submitted to DTIRIS 15 March 2013. 
 Draft Blackhill Road Management Plan for SMP Area 3 


prepared and sent to Cessnock City Council and Mine 
Subsidence Board 


 Draft Ausgrid Powerline Management Plan for SMP Area 3 
prepared and sent to Ausgrid. 


 Consultation in progress with Telstra for SMP Area 3 draft 
management plan for FOC (potentially relocation) and 
copper comms cables 


 Interagency Meeting held 6 June 
 Have requested approval by 22 July 2013 
 Letters sent to property owners outlining PSMP process 
 Commenced Premining property inspections and Dam 


surveys/assessment for DMMS as per PSMP process 
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Abel Upgrade Modification Update 
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Abel Upgrade Modification Update 
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