
Revision History 
Edition Revision Comment Author Date Authorised by: 

1 0 Draft Minutes P Brown 13 October 2010  
  Approved Minutes  15 Nov 2010 Mr Milton Morris 

 

ABEL UNDERGROUND COAL MINE 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
Meeting #11 

 
Monday 16th August 2010 at 5.00 pm 

 
Abel Underground Mine Administration Building 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. OPENING & WELCOME:  Chairman, The Hon. Milton Morris AO 
 
2. PRESENT: Mr Milton Morris (Chairman), Mr Alan Brown, Mr Brad Ure Mr Allan Jennings, 

Mr Terry Lewin, Ms Keren Halliday (Bloomfield), Mr Matthew Blackham, Mr Tony Sutherland, 
Mr Mark McPherson, Mr Adam Heeney and Mr Phillip Brown (mins). 

 
3. APOLOGIES:  Mr Andrew Pace and Mr Alick Osborne 
 
4. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  

4.1 Previous Minutes 3rd May 2010 were confirmed by those members present. 
 

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: 
5.1 Business Arising.  

Dealt with in Reports below. 
 
6. CORRESPONDENCE: 

Nil 
 
7. COMPANY REPORTS AND OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES: 

7.1 Development update 
7.1.1 Abel Program 2010 

Mr Matthew Blackham provided a presentation on the mine progress.  See attached 
presentation. 
 

7.2 Monitoring and Environmental Performance 
Mr P Brown presented a report on environmental monitoring.  See attached for 
presentation. 
  

7.3 Community Complaints and response to complaints 
No Complaints 
 

7.4 Information provided to the Community and any feedback 
7.4.1 Website Information 

No comments. 
  

7.5 SMP Update 
7.5.1 Baseline Subsidence and photographic monitoring reference 

Mr T Sutherland gave a presentation on the SMP update including subsidence 
monitoring.  Refer to Attachments.  
 
Mr A Brown asked what level of subsidence had been measured.  Mr Sutherlands said 
1.1 m. 
 
Mr A Brown asked if there had been any fissuring.  Mr Sutherland said that it was hard to 
identify at this stage.  Some cracks had occurred. 
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Mr M McPherson advised that the cracks had only occurred on the gravel roads which 
had been compacted over years.  Mr McPherson said they had dug 1/2 metre off the 
road and there were no visible cracking. 
 
Mr Sutherland said that the road repairs had been boxed out and refilled and then rolled. 
 

7.5.2 Subsidence Management Status Report 
Refer to Attachments.  
 

7.5.3 Updated Mine Plan – Colour Coding 
Mr A Brown asked that if there was a change in the planning for the underground mine 
then it would be good to update the colour plan (yearly) and distribute. 
 
Mr Blackham said that he was confident that the plan in the Environmental Assessment 
would still be correct. 
 

7.5.4 Area 2 SMP 
Refer to Attachments.  

 
7.6 Mining Lease Application No 354 for the Ventilation Shaft 

 
Mr T Sutherland gave a presentation on the vent shaft application.  Refer to 
Attachments.  
 

8. COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS 
 

Mr A Brown asked why the drilling rigs were being used in the area.  Mr Sutherland 
advised that the rigs were for confirming geological information and quality information. 
 
Mr Blackham advised that there was a band in the floor that was extremely hard and in 
general the coal seam was 2.1 m above the band.  Mr Blackham said that this was one 
of the reasons that the drilling was being undertaken. 
 
Mr McPherson also advised that on the eastern side of the area, a statistical model of 
the resource had been used with 200 m centres.  They are duplicating this on the 
western side. 
 
Mr B Ure asked when the Subsidence Management Plan for area 2 would be prepared.  
Mr Sutherland advised that it would be done by the end of September/October, 2010. 
 
Mr Ure asked when do you do the Landholder Agreements done?  Mr McPherson 
advised that they would be done during the SMP 2 process. 
 
Mr Sutherland advised than the SMP Area 2 touches eleven different properties.  They 
will commence the SMP process with a stakeholder meeting on the 9th September, 2010. 
 
 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

10. NEXT MEETING 
 

10.1 The next meeting of the Abel Community Consultative Committee was set down for  
Monday 15th November to be held at the Abel Underground Mine Administration Building  
at 5.00 pm. 
 

 
The meeting was declared closed at 5.35 pm by the Chairman. 
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Pre Mining Surveys


Access agreement signed in June


Feno survey markers installed in June


Pre mining surveys (including photographic) completed
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Pre Mining Survey
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SMP Subsidence monitoring
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4 monthly status report


Pillar extraction commenced 12/7


As per SMP approval Condition 18, a 


Subsidence Management Status Report must be 


prepared and submitted on a 4 monthly basis


First Status Report due for submission 26 


September 2010.
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Subsidence cracking above Panel 1
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SMP Area 2 
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SMP Area 2 


Stakeholder Day- Thurs 9 September 2010


SMP Risk Assessment planned for 16/9


Lodge SMP Area 2 application end of September








Page 1 of 1 


 
 
 
 


 
ABEL UNDERGROUND COAL MINE 


COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
Meeting #12 


Monday 15th November 2010 at 5.00 pm 


Abel Coal Administration Office 
 


AGENDA 
1. OPENING & WELCOME:        Chairman, The Hon. Milton Morris AO 


 
2. APOLOGIES:       
 
3. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  


3.1 Previous Minutes 16
th
 August 2010 


 
4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: 


4.1 Business Arising. 


 
5. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 


6. COMPANY REPORTS AND OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES: 
6.1 Development update 


6.1.1 Abel Program 2010 – M Blackham  
6.2 Monitoring and Environmental Performance – P Brown 
6.3 Community Complaints and response to complaints – P Brown 
6.4 Information provided to the Community and any feedback 
6.5 Subsidence Management Plan Update  


6.5.1 Subsidence management status report  for SMP Area 1- T Sutherland 
6.5.2 Area 2 SMP update – T Sutherland 
6.5.3 Ventilation Shaft Update – T Sutherland 


 
7. COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE QUESTIONS/COMMENTS: 


 
8. GENERAL BUSINESS: 


 


9. NEXT MEETING:  
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MLA 354 location
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MLA 354







4


Why is downcast shaft needed


Ventsim modeling showing 


roadway air velocities after 


installation of new Howden 


Main Fan with no downcast 


shaft
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Why is it needed


Ventsim modeling showing 


reduction in roadway air velocities 


after installation of new Howden 


Main Fan with downcast shaft 


installed
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Austar Mine Raise bore site - 2006
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Location of Abel Raise bore
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Location Underground
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Raise bore process
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How long will it take (approx 9-10 weeks)
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Installing Reamer (video)
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Collaring the hole (video)
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Breaking Through at surface (video)
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Shaft Lining


For long term stability 


the shaft will be lined 


with 100mm of 


fibrecrete


This will be done via 


tele-remote system
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Timing & Approvals


Contract awarded 8/6/2010 to RaiseBore 


Australia (RBA)


75W (modification to Abel project approval) 


application lodged with department of planning. 


Approval received 10 June 2010.


Civil works to commence August.
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Development Update


Matt Blackham
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Production


• Total Tonnage for May 81,000 t


• Total Tonnage for Jun 70,355 t


• Total Tonnage for July 114,322 t


• Tonnage YTD 537,386 t


• Metres YTD 23,500 m
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Monitoring & Environmental 


Performance







Presentation to  Abel CCC 16 August 2010


Noise Update


• 22 June 0- 1 July 2010


• Abel Project operations were inaudible at all residential 


locations during all operator attended noise surveys. As 


such, it is likely that contributed noise levels from Abel 


Project did not exceed noise emission goals (including 


night-time sleep arousal criteria) and were in compliance 


with the Abel Project Project Approval. 
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Complaints


• No Complaints received.
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Environmental Incidents


• There were two environmental incidents:


• 25.6.10 stonedust spread 


• 28.6.10 slurry from washdown bay spilt 


on road.
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Environmental Monitoring


• 2nd Annual Monitoring at Pambalong 


Wetland undertaken
• In all there were 99 flora and 99 fauna species comprising one fish, 


five frog, two terrestrial mammal, eight bat and 83 bird species 


recorded by ecobiological within Pambalong Nature Reserve 


during the survey period.
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Subsidence Management


Plan Update


Tony Sutherland
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General Business
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